
3  Design development
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 3.1 Drivers for the design

 3.3 Consultat ion

 3.2  Response to the landscape & emerging 
        masterplan principles

• sustainability

• a great place to live

• homes for young people

• attractive homes for down sizers

• a landscape-led approach inspired by the 
Meon Valley but tailored for the local 
landscape context

• a landscape that complements Fareham - and 
the Meon Valley Trail - activity, access to the 
countryside, sustainably

• a place which is richer for biodiversity after 
development than before

• a development which is dist inctive to this place
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South Downs National Park

wet woodlands and wetlands

3.1 Drivers for the design

Our aspirat ion

Our aspiration is to contribute to the quality of place at 
Funtley.  This aspiration is broad and includes the natural 
environment, social opportunit ies as well as providing 
housing.

 3.1 Drivers for the design

Meon Valley distinctiveness in the development
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 3.1 Drivers for the design

 3.3 Consultat ion

 3.2  Response to the landscape & emerging 
        masterplan principles

Dist inct iveness

Our aim, at this Outline stage, is to design a development 
using transport (roads, footpaths, cycleways), water in the 
form of attenuation and biodiversity resource, landscape 
and building layout and form to produce a development 
which is dist inctive to this site; ‘of’ this place.  

For new residents this will engender a sense of identity and 
for exist ing residents of Funtley the aim is to complement the 
village and add to its qualit ies.  There are examples of 
attractive development nearby in the Meon Valley and we 
have ‘borrowed’ some of the development forms there.  The 
Meon Valley villages have a strong sense of place created by 
landscape, architecture and the form of roads. The Meon Valley 
Report is appended here. 

The community park which forms roughly two thirds of the 
site, to the south of the development area, provides the 
potential for activity and children’s play, apart from the 
statutory requirements in the form of a Local Equipped Area 
of Play. 

Some key design drivers are shown on the next pages.

 3.1 Drivers for the design

Funtley Road, Fareham

Meon Valley village precedent study

27 February 2019
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 3.1 Drivers for the design

Based on Ordnance Survey material by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stat ionery Office © Crown Copyright (2019).  All rights reserved.  
Licence number 100042131

East Meon aligns itself along the edge of the river 
appealingly making it a dist inct ive feature.  The 

watercourse is gent ly walled into the main street in 
a narrow flint lined channel with small bridges. 
The original river had a north branch that seems 
to be diverted art ificially to gain land in to the 
east. Historic village houses are complemented 
by the large William and Mary style brick 
fronted merchant Glenthorne House that 
adds modest grandeur to the street. The 
street is terminated 1, at one end with a 
small triangular green and cottage cluster, 
as river and road routes part . At the other 
end 2, it is terminated by a simple public 
house and corner cottage that enclose 
the western vista and re-directs the viewer 
north to the church. Constant glimpse views 
of the steep hill above the church can be 
found between buildings.

5 mins walk

1
2

Village morphology

East Meon - drivers for the design at Funtley South.  The 
form of development relates to water courses, transport 
corridors and ult imately the landscape of the valley.  
Materials are also drawn from the locality adding to the 
distinctiveness of this place.
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 3.1 Drivers for the design

 3.3 Consultat ion

 3.2  Response to the landscape & emerging 
        masterplan principles

The adjoining hills rise above the skyline in many vistas across the 
village. Prominent use of clay tiled roofs, gabled, half hipped and 
hipped along with dormers with below eaves windows, painted, 
red brick and flint walls all in streets with no footways or kerb 
upstands, produces a mellow, rustic ambience.

Further thoughts on the essence of this 
dist inguished street.

The Meon Valley villages are an inspiration to learn from ...

 3.1 Drivers for the design
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Rd north
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In the wider landscape context  (shown above right) the site 
lies to the south-west of Welborne and is a small piece in a 
much bigger ambition for North Fareham. The site is 
separated from surrounding areas by infrastructure but 
should take account of Welborne’s proposed strategic 
landscape framework so that the landscape scale proposals 
are coherent and benefit the landscape north of the M27.

Wider landscape opportunit ies (shown below right) - the 
site can play an important part in connecting the wooded 
horizon along the M27, and interconnecting woodlands, 
grasslands and the habitats of the adjacent river valleys. 
The site can also connect the communities of Fareham 
North with Funtley and the wider countryside along the 
Meon Valley.

The existing footbridge, currently being refurbished, to connect 
Fareham with the site

Wider landscape context

Wider landscape opportunit ies

w o o d e d  h o r i z o n 

Knowle
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w o o d e d  h o r i z o n 

connecting 
communities and 
the countryside

Botley Woods

Forest 
of 
Bere

 3.2 Response to the landscape & emerging 
masterplan principles

3.2 Response to the landscape & emerging 
masterplan principles

The masterplan responds to the landscape context in two 
ways:

1 by respecting the wooded horizons which form the rim 
of the bowl in which Funtley sits, and

2 at a more localised level taking the opportunity to repair 
and connect the fragmented landscape structure at the 
scale of the site.  We have seen from the historical maps 
(section 2.10) how from the mid nineteenth century the 
woodland structure has become fragmented and 
hedgerows more recently degraded.  There are 
landscape opportunit ies here.  
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least visible to more 

visible panoramas

Meo
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all
ey

Funtley 
North

Fareham

Funtley

Knowle

viewpoint

 3.2 Response to the landscape & emerging 
masterplan principles

Enhance connections to integrate isolated community; create 
better pedestrian/cycle routes linking communities with each 
other and the countryside. Connections allow on-site open space 
provision to address deficiencies in Fareham North-west and 
connect communities ...

M27

Meo
n v

all
ey

Funtley 
North

Funtley

Fareham

Knowle

future potential 
link to Welborne 
and new station

Access and connections

Reflect local character - create focus for existing & new 
communities; use density gradient & sett lement form to reinforce 
transit ion to semi-rural character of community open space ...

Knowle

Meo
n v

all
ey

Funtley 
North

Funtley

Fareham

suburban to rural 
transit ion

‘Village’ focus

Sett lement pattern

Address existing flood issues and overland flows. Use 
development to provide attenuation features that will improve 
situation for exist ing residents north of Funtley Road, also to 
create landscape features for placemaking and complement 
habitats of the Meon Valley ...

Knowle

M27

Meo
n v

all
ey

Funtley 
North

Funtley

Fareham

Water management

Concentrate development in less visible areas on 
lower slopes, in valley and areas contained by vegetation. 
Community open space in areas with wider views maintaining 
and celebrating key panoramas to wooded horizons ...

M27

Visibility & Views

Conserve, connect & enhance valuable habitats such as 
woodlands and grasslands; enhance habitat diversity; complement 
habitats of the Meon Valley; manage habitats for ecological value 
& resilience ...

Knowle

Funtley 
North

Fareham

Funtley

Meo
n v

all
ey

M27

Biodiversity

Historic features such as the north-south hedgerows and 
interconnected coppice woodland were present into the 20th 
century but have now been significantly reduced in area or lost. 
These connected the upper slopes to the valley floor.  The repaired 
landscape structure can help recreate some of these features and 
provide context and sense of place for development, integrating it 
into its sett ing ...

Knowle

Funtley

Fareham

Funtley 
North

approx extent of 
historic coppice 
woodland

approx location 
lost field 
boundaries some 
with remnant 
trees

Meo
n v

all
ey

M27

Landscape features
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a possible scheme  
November 2018

Consented scheme 
planning applicat ion 
Parameters Plan 
(Fabrik)  -  
January 2018

a possible scheme 
- within exist ing 
allocat ion  
January 2019

This current study examined the constraints which related 
to the exist ing Consented scheme and whilst in general 
agreement, reconsidered the urban form of the development, 
its view corridors, its landscape connect ions and potent ial 
water attenuation measures.

 3.2 Response to the landscape & emerging 
masterplan principles

A

B

C

open woodland 

wood pasture across 
middle slopes to link 
woodlands without 
blocking views from high 
points

connect across Funtley Road 
village green?

create traditional village street,  
higher density focussed around 
water

M27
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A

B
C

existing barns retained for youth activity/
education/recreation

vie
w

M27

connect across Funtley 
Road village green?

A

B

C

A

C

D

B

swales and SUDS as part 
of village street

new village street formed - strong 
street frontage using existing 
Reside scheme to north of Funtley 
Road to reinforce

pedestrian route linking 
up wetlands with 
pedestrian bridge, The 
Green and access to the 
Meon Valley

low density overlooking 
wetland & woodland

north Fareham

‘farmyard’ cluster

circular non adopted 
road

outward facing 
blocks

greenway 
containing SUDS 
reduced to 20m 
width

higher density on corners 
enclosing The Green, 
village shop for passing 
trade

M27

A

C

D

B

swales and SUDS as part 
of village street

new village street formed - strong 
street frontage using existing 
Reside scheme to north of Funtley 
Road to reinforce

pedestrian route linking 
up wetlands with 
pedestrian bridge, The 
Green and access to the 
Meon Valley

rural/activity centre, activity 
park/outward bound/
camping barns etc.  

photovoltaic panels, south 
facing, on Reside land, 
approx 1,000 m2 serving 80 
homes

low density overlooking 
wetland & woodland

‘farmyard’ cluster

circular non adopted 
road

outward facing 
blocks

greenway 
containing SUDS 
reduced to 20m 
width

higher density on corners 
enclosing The Green, 
village shop for passing 
trade

M27

a possible scheme - 
enlarged development 
area 
January 2019

a possible scheme - 
extended development 
area 
January 2019

a possible scheme - 
extended development 
area 
January 2019

At this stage the scheme explored the boundaries of the 
site, potent ial visibility and landscape effects.  As a result 
the development site area became slight ly larger but this 
was later reduced again as shown later.
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 3.2  Response to the landscape & emerging 
        masterplan principles

Repairing the landscape, 
making connect ions and 
using development posit ively 
can have many benefits.

The aim has been to 
integrate any development 
into its landscape so that it 
contributes to it and benefits 
from it.  Landform, a repaired 
landscape and develpment 
form all contribute to a sense 
of place.

road system 
contributes to 
place-making

de
ns

ity
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ec
re

as
es

SUDs 
coalesced to 
form 
meaningful 
wetland

biodiversity 
connections 
through woodland 
to Meon Valley

‘Green’ more enclosed and 
in traditional pattern

highest density in village 
‘centre’

community facilit ies/
shop at centre of 
population

new woodland 
replicates historic 
pattern and 
blocks views

former field 
pattern - remnant 
of isolated trees

remnants of compartments within the coppice 
woodland - Hookhouse coppice. Replant coppice with 
glades. Use for community coppice- fuel? Potential for 
calcareous/lowland meadows in Community Park - 
habitat diversification & enrichment. 

limit of visibility marked by woodland screening/
connection to Meon Valley

landscape buffer reduced but retained 
where view corridors occur

development uses 
necessary view corridors 
as its open space

landscape 
focus of view 
corridors

Great Beaumont 
Coppice Ancient 
Woodland

 3.2 Response to the landscape & emerging 
masterplan principles

exist ing barn
M27 in cutt ing

Idealised section - south to north through M27, 
woodland slopes and development area

early concept plan ...
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isolated 
farmsteads

A

A

‘farmyard’ cluster

1

2

4
3 higher density on corners 

enclosing The Green, village 
shop for passing trade

mews courts

green links ...
housing below sky line ...
Meon valley frontage ...
community hub/park ...

Plan of typical farm cluster1

2 Part of Funtley Road 
(borrowing from East Meon)

south facing 
photovoltaic 
panels 

Funtley Road 

stream as 
feature

view blocked

view to countryside

wetland/
swale

existing 
trees 
retained

existing tree and farm 

buildings as focal point of 

open space system

3 The village green, shop and community hall

4 ‘Flinty Corner’ 

shop visible 

from road

Funtley Road 

The Green

car 
park

sh
op
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development on lower land 

leading to ideas of development 
design ...

refined in more detail in the illustrat ive 
masterplan in Sect ion 4, The Proposal ...
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 3.3 Consultat ion

3.3 Consultat ion

The public consultation event for the proposed 
development had to be held online instead of in a village 
hall due to Covid-19 restrictions. The online consultation 
event took place on Thursday 24 September between 
10am and 11.30am. The event had been advertised by 
distributing 526 invitation leaflets to households in the 
direct vicinity of the project site, providing an outline of 
the project, contact details and details on how to access 
the event and a hard copy Freepost response form should 
residents prefer to provide comments using a traditional 
method rather than digitally. A dedicated project website, 
www.askfuntley.co.uk, was set up in order to ensure that 
project information, event details and contact channels 
were available online. Other channels to get in touch and 
provide feedback included a project email address, 
consultation@askfuntley.co.uk and the Freephone number 
0800 25 45 185. 

Funtley Road South 

in relation to Welbourne

the Site – Funtley Road South

Welcome

Thank you for joining us today

Sustainable travel Drainage

Drainage strategy• Flows from the site will be restricted to 

control the runoff from the site• Surface water storage will be provided 

onsite to cater for extreme events
• Storage be increased to allow for 

climate change
• Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 

will include swales, ponds and 
permeable paving

• SuDS provide storage and help 
maintain water quality• A cut off drain will be provided south of 

the site to capture any overland or 

subsurface flow

Flood risk• Site is in Flood Zone 1: low risk of 

flooding from rivers and sea• Flows from site will be controlled to 

ensure flood risk downstream is not 

increased
• Historical flooding on Funtley Road, due 

to lack of capacity

Benefits

• More much-needed homes for a mix of local people, 50 of which 

affordable and including 6 self-build plots 

• Homes would be built mostly on consented built-up area; community 

building/local shop and community park will be retained

• Sustainable links to and from Fareham, new cycle/footpath across M27, 

financial contributions towards bicycle purchase and bus vouchers

• Unique opportunities for enhancing biodiversity through green links with 

ancient woodland and new habitat creation

• Outdoor leisure opportunities for Funtley and Fareham North residents 

by providing extensive public open space through the community park

• Increased job creation, local expenditure and Local Authority revenues

• Section 106 contributions including funds for the upkeep of community 

park and footbridge 

Aerial view from the north 

looking towards Fareham

Fareham

What sort of place should this be?

• distinctiveness

• a new kind of development
• environmental

• social

• putt ing something back for Funtley and for Fareham

sustainability

great places to live

homes for young people

attractive homes for down sizers

a landscape-led approach inspired by the 

Meon Valley

a landscape that complements Fareham 

- and the Meon Valley Trail - activity, 

access to the countryside, sustainably
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South Downs National Park

wet woodlands and wetlands

Our aspiration is to contribute to place-making at Funtley.  This 

aspiration is broad and includes the natural environment, social 

opportunities as well as development.

Meon Valley distinctiveness in the 

development

Our aspiration

Design

So how do we achieve this?

Masterplan

The event was further publicised by issuing a press release 
to local media and by working with the Funtley Village 
Society to upload a link to the event and the project website 
onto their local community social media platform https://
www.facebook.com/funtleyvillage which is followed by 
673 residents. Copies of these communication tools can be 
viewed in the appendices of the Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI). 

The proposals were set out during the online consultation 
event using a power point presentation which the project 
team presented to for just over half an hour. This was 
followed by an hour’s question and answer session, with the 
project team providing information in response to feedback 
from members of the public. A recording of the event has 
been uploaded onto the project website. All feedback 
channels remain available for residents to ask questions and 
make their views known to the project team. 

At the time of writ ing, 66 individual responses have been 
received, of which 24 comments and questions during the 
online event, 16 hard copy response forms sent to the 
Freepost address, 14 project website feedback forms, 8 
emails, 2 project website contact forms and 2 Freephone 
calls. The main issues raised focus on whether the village can 
accommodate the proposed increase in new housing and the 
perceived impact on local road traffic and loss of greenspace. 
A number of respondents have made suggestions on facilit ies 
that may be helpful, in particular regarding the current lack 
of public transport. The project team has considered 
comments received and is working with the community to 
ascertain where and how comments can be taken on board. 
Throughout the planning process the team will continue to 
answer questions and feedback from the local community. 

Today’s event

1.5 hour session Opportunities for questions and answers
Post-event Q&A overview will be uploaded onto www.askfuntley.co.uk and is available in hard copy

Session will be recorded and uploaded onto www.askfuntley.co.uk Please provide feedback through project website or send the leaflet’s response form through Freepost

Ask questions using Q&A button at the bottom of the screen

Planning context – Local Plan

Ecological baseline 

• A full suite of detailed habitat and 

protected species surveys have been 

undertaken

• Existing grazed paddocks have a low 

ecological value

• Buildings are not suited for roosting bats

• Woodland, trees & hedgerows have 

ecological value, mitigation is required

Looking across the site 

towards Funtley Road

(north westerly direction)

A new landscape of woodland, 

wetlands and meadows is created 

to connect up existing ancient 

woodlands, provide an attractive 

leisure and biodiversity resource 

and contain the proposed 

development. 
The Public Right of Way will extend 

through this landscape from north 

Fareham and will eventually link 

with the South Downs Trail, 

completing a valuable footpath 

system.
View corridors through the 

development are created to break it 

into distinguishable 

neighbourhoods. These greenways 

consist of wetlands, ponds and 

swales, and new woodland 

focused on existing trees. 

Landscape strategy

Public consultation on-line - September 2020


